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We think of  you often and always look forward to the news of  what has been important  
in your life this year. The gift of  friends, family and memories continue to come into clearer focus  
as our years roll on. 

So far this year rains have been timely for us; it’s raining now. Our hills are turning their iridescent spring 
green. These darker mornings of  fall/winter keep me at the laptop computer longer, before the dawn 
calls Chaca and me to our hot tub morning quiet time. She sits alertly, as if  her job it to guard me from 
any intruding coyotes, deer or wild turkeys, who also consider the creek near the tub their home. 

Bill’s sister Pat died in March. Her humor and laughter is missed. As you know, the loss of  a sibling 
is a shock even if  it is expected. For much of  her life she lived in California. More recently she’s 
lived in New Jersey. Being near her children, Teri and Tim and their families was very meaningful. 

We completed the remodeling of  our cottage; it is now a very comfortable home. The changes updated the kitchen, 
opened it up to the living and dining area and to the views overlooking the valley. Redoing or moving fencing has 
increased our number of  pastures. Gardening and bookkeeping, church and community activities, like our Middle East 
Dinner Dialogue group, Quaker peace and caring actions, teaching solar cooking classes, dancing weekday mornings 
for exercise, writing and reading groups, as well as taking care of  property repairs, keep us busy and ready for bed early. 

   Looking back over our year, the happy highlight was  
our 50th Wedding Anniversary. Remembering the 
environmental cost, rather than taking a trip for our 
celebration choices, we chose a get-together with a few 
family members and friends from across our years. 
One balmy Sunday afternoon, on August 21st, 
we had the party here on the farm. 

A few people present at the party remembered an 
earlier Sunday, August 21st, at Mammoth Lakes 
Tamarack Lodge outdoor chapel where we were 
married in1966. Several guests asked if  they could 
share how they knew us. It turned into an interesting         

n and enlightening storytime. 

May these be gentle and loving Holidays  
  with family and friends, as we keep working for  
    increasing understanding and peace across our world …
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A video camera recorded guests’ recollections. Transcribed, their stories gave a humorous  
and insightful perspective on our years together. They are posted on the book web site 
www.sunnybank.com/50thRemembering.html   and may be printed out for easy reading or sharing.  
This picture on the left is a link at the bottom of  the web page. A click on it takes one to our anniversary 
page. There are several pictures so give it time to load. It holds a short video of  photos and video clips  
of  the highlights of  50 years together. From there the written stories and more pictures of  the party are 
accessed by clicking on the collage of  pictures. One may also download a pdf  of  the party. 

Dawna and Trevyn had returned just in time for the anniversary party. 
They had been on a theater vacation in England and then on to Italy, 
where they explored Venice, Florence and Rome. It has been a busy year 
for Dawna in her Davies Company Real Estate. Here she is with her 
assistant, Rachel. You may wish to catch up with Dawna at www.daviesco.com . 

In November, Bill, Phyllis and Dawna had a very memorable vacation 
experience. It had been 28 years, four years after Derek’s death, since we 
were able to do a family trip with all three of  us. Dawna is such a treat to be with. Her humor is refreshingly crisp 
and her wit is quick, so we laughed at every turn. Being in the setting of  Bill’s hiking, and our other trips we had 
taken in the area, prompted many fun stories. Our friend Marcia loves, took care of  Chaca and brought her home 
each day when they fed the farm cat. Rachel kept an eye on the cattle. 

The main purpose of  our trip was to see Trevyn, our grandson in Washington. 
We so loved being with him and seeing him in another of  Shakespeare’s plays.  
A convincing thespian, he memorably portrayed Horatio, Hamlet's trusted 
friend and confidant who is calm, resolute and rational, not afraid to speak  
his mind to Hamlet. Trevyn is sixteen, a sophomore and driving. He’s doing well 
in school, has many friends and is getting good grades. We enjoyed being with 
him here on the farm over Thanksgiving. It was a real treat to experience his 
monologues, duet and solo performance pieces that he plans on using at the 
state high school theater competitions. 

Recounting, as this year leaves us, we realize it has been a barometric year 
of  fulfilling joys and deep sadness. Quiet down-time helped reconfigure 
feelings of  loss into fond recollections as we bid farewell, “Until we meet 
again,” to several life-long friends and relatives.  

We’re looking for the lessons to be learned as we go forward as a nation. 
This has been the most educational election we can recall. Yet, it is somehow reassuring, knowing many others 
and we will continue to personally work toward a kinder more inclusive world by doing what we can. We are 
also, increasingly aware of  the limitations age brings into a life.  

This holiday the following quotes seem extra meaningful to us:  
	 “You have succeeded in life when all you really want is only what you really need.” 	 - Vernon Howard 
	 “Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of  the darkness.” 	 - Desmond Tutu  
	 “Happiness is not a destination; it’s a method of  travel.”	 - St. John of the Cross 

We so appreciate each other, and our family, where we live, the blessings of  good health and preciousness  
of  long-time friendships. One thing we are certain of, we will be adding to our lifetime collection of  fond, 
indelible memories. These recollections include you.  

We send you light, hope and love,
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