
It’s finally raining!!  

Our hills will be Irish green soon.  
We’ve tried an experiment this year. 

Hopefully for your convenience. If you copy 

the following address in your browser 
sunnybank.com/yearlyupdate.html 
all links in it are listed below our 
letter and are live with a click.  

Bill’s family reunion took us on  
an Amtrak adventure north to 
Washington. The charming town  
of  Sequim is the setting of  many of  
Bill’s fond childhood memories. The 
train was a nice switch from driving.  

Family dinner gatherings and 
fun were topped by an afternoon of  
dancing to a good local band in the 
big red barn Bill’s grandfather built. 

The new owners of  the farm have 
renovated the barn into an event 
venue and offered it to the family for 
a reunion as their first test event.  

Hurricane Ridge in the Olympic 
National Forrest let us again see 

glaciers which are quickly melting 
but still grace these mountains.  

A family soak in the nearby warm, 
Sol Duc's Hot Springs in a soft 
misty Washington forest drizzle 
made the countryside and trees 
seem even more refreshingly green, a 
real treat for us. Before taking the ferry 
back to Seattle we stayed in a lovely 
waterside Suquamish tribal hotel.  
A night in the city and the train 
south gave us a leisurely trip home. 

Dawna went to Greece and 
Turkey for an exciting vacation 
just before the area began to  
be so newsworthy. She had the 
experience of  a panorama of  
history which travel gives, and 
this area is truly a crossroads of  
the world’s cultures.  

   As you might guess, it’s a 
special blessing to be living next 
to her here on her farm. She is 
thriving with her real estate work 
and community involvement. 

Trevyn won the award given  
to the most outstanding student 
at his middle school last spring.  
In theater work, he was featured 
locally in Teen Monologues, 
Secret Garden, staged readings 

and Music Man. He is now in 
high school and living with his 
father in Richland, Washington. 
We miss him and are looking 
forward to him being with us for 
the holidays on the farm. 

Bill’s sister Pat lives in New Jersey 
near her family and sees them often. 

We spent the summer into the fall 
camping as we were remodeling 
the kitchen and living room in our 
cottage on the farm. It is delightful 
to be enjoying a peaceful, open and 
now more inspiring space. We can 

see the expanse 
of  the valley 
from the 
kitchen. Our 
cottage is  
vastly more 
comfortable, 
enjoyable, small 
yet convenient 
home for us and 
keeps us focused 
on downsizing. 

Shy and 
bright Bullock 
orioles spent 
much of  this 
year outside 
our living 
room.  

 Holiday joy and wishes to you for a rewarding 2016 . . . 
   BillandPhyllis@DaviesCo.com    
Bill & Phyllis Davies        P.O. Box 945        San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 

May these be warm loving, Holidays 
	 	 with your family and friends.
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They join the many colorful species 
of  everpresent hummingbirds with 
their bright iridescent feathers 
sparkling in the light as they swoop, 
dive, fuss and enjoy the flowers and 
the feeders at our windows. 

Our Middle East Dialogue Group 
continues to meet over dinner. Jew, 
Muslim, Christian and other beliefs 
sharing perspectives on current 
events has expanded our own faith 
and at the same time increased our 
understanding of  world issues. 

We are committed to cutting back 
on oil. Michael Pollan’s new video 
describes the known, safe methods 
we are using to increase carbon 
sequestration on our farm to  and 
lessen climate problems. 

Michael Pollan soil/carbon video 
(At the bottom of  this online letter are live links.) 

NASA shows a year of  climate 
change in a remarkable short video 

NASA Climate Year CO2 video 
A solar oven cooks our dinner on 

the porch. It is one of  the easy ways 
we lighten our carbon footprint. 
This year there was a nice story in 
our regional newspaper on the SLO 
Solar Cookers teaching team with 
pictures of  food we cooked with just 
the sun, “Here Comes the Sun.” 

The Tribune Solar Cooking/photos  
Our solar cooking teaching video 

and slide show can be accessed at 
Teaching Solar Cooking video 

Bill’s 80th Birthday party was  
a total 
surprise 
with folks 
he had not 
seen in 
some cases 
for many 
years.  
The story 
of  Bill’s 
123-day 
hike from 
Mexico  
to Canada 

over the Sierras and Cascades, with 
pictures, was in the Pacific Crest 
Trail magazine 

Bill's PCT hike published story 

Phyllis’s brother Wes and his wife 
Marilyn helped us celebrate Bill’s 
birthday. They are building a new 
home on the hill up the valley a mile or 
so. Here, Wes is relaxing near one of    

Yosemite’s waterfalls. 
Pat, our younger brother, published 

a delightful book this year.  
The Log of a Snow Survey, Skiing 
and Working in a Mountain Winter World. 
He takes the reader skiing with him 
on the California Snow Survey Team. 
For 43 years he has skied two or more 
weeks out of  every four during the 
winter months, measuring the water 
content of  the Sierra Nevada snow 

pack that 
tells the State 
how much 
water will be 
available for 
hydro power 
generation, 
agriculture, 
and domestic 
use. 70% of  
California’s 
water comes 
from the 

Sierra snow pack. He tells of  
practical avalanche prediction, 
cabin life, the use and care of  
wood-burning cook stoves, building 
cabins, wild animal life found high 
in the mountain winter. He gives a 
brief  history of  the snow surveys, 
describes the actual work and how 
California depends on this 
information. Also included are 
many humorous experiences and 
some deadly incidents. The book is 
available at Abbott Books in soft, 
hard and digital form or from Amazon. 
Your local library can get it for you.  
Its a fun read of  adventurous trips into 

the High Sierras beginning in 1972 
when Pat skied with the US 

Olympic Biathlon Team. 
On a personal level we stay active, 

the days and years seeming to get 
shorter every turn of  the calendar. 

Bill stays busy with Rotary, farm, 
garden and repair projects. Phyllis 
begins most days with a jazzercise 
dancing class. Writing, reading  
and study groups all keep her in a 
regular weekly pattern. Our other 
focus areas are Quaker peace and 
human rights efforts, getting money 
out of  politics, enjoying each other, 
our home, family and community. 

We also marvel at how much fun 
and joy a dog like Chocolate Chip 
brings into our days.“Chaca’s” 
domain is the entire Davies Farm. 
Her role is to protect anything that 
is supposed to be on her farm.  

She 
makes 
sure the 
gophers 
and 
squirrels 
know 
they are 
not 

welcome inside our fence lines, as 
well as deer, turkeys, skunks, coyotes, 
fox, bobcats and opossums.  
   Here Chaca looks out over the 
fifty or so goats we had grazing 
here this year to keep the grass fire 
hazard low. She loves running free 
on the farm. A short video of  her 
racing across the fields last spring 
and monitoring the goats is posted 
at http://sunnybank.com/Chaca.html 

We wish you light, love and 
peace.  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